Reprinted  from  the  '  Transactions  of  the  Pathological  Society  of  London,'  1891. 


Blood-cast  of  the  uterus  in  a  case  of  anamia.    {Card  specimen.) 

By  Sheridan  Delepine. 

The  specimen  is  composed  of  a  firm  clot  which  occupied  the 
cavity  of  the  uterus  and  that  of  the  cervix  uteri.  This  clot 
forms  a  perfect  cast  of  these  cavities,  and  has  a  remarkable  shape, 
being  composed  of  two  distinct  parts :  one  corresponding  to  the 
body  of  the  uterus,  thus  triangular  in  shape,  and  of  little  bulk  ■ 
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the  other  corresponding  to  the  cavity  of  the  cervix,  thick,  irregu- 
larly oval,  and  of  great  bulk  (considering  the  part  it  conies  from). 
The  body  of  the  uterus  was  in  this  case  much  smaller  than  the 
cervical  part  of  the  organ.  After  the  clot  had  been  removed  the 
cavity  of  the  body  measured  lh  inches  from  the  os  internum  to  the 
opening  of  either  Fallopian  tube,  the  cervical  canal  measured  li 
inches  from  os  internum  to  os  externum.  The  same  measurements 
apply  to  the  corresponding  parts  of  the  clot,  which  in  addition  pro- 
jected slightly  beyond  the  external  os. 

Post-mortem  examination— Most  of  the  lesions  usually  found  in 
cases  of  pernicious  ansemia  were  found  iu  this  case— general 
anaemia,  subcutaneous  haemorrhages,  advanced  fatty  degenera- 
tion of  the  heart,  pigmentation  of  the  liver,  retinal  haemor- 
rhages, &c. 

History.— A  lady's-maid,  aged  44.  The  mother,  a  brother,  and 
a  sister  had  died  of  consumption.  The  father  was  still  alive.  She 
began  when  23  to  show  distinct  signs  of  ill-health,  and  was  even 
supposed  to  be  consumptive.  One  year  before  death  she  began  to 
suffer  from  monorrhagia.  One  month  before  the  fatal  issue  the 
uterine  haemorrhage  suddenly  ceased,  and  bleeding  from  the  nose 
and  gums  began.  On  admission  to  St.  George's  Hospital,  she  was 
found  suffering  from  ansemia,  dyspnoea,  anorexia,  rapid  and  weak- 
pulse,  retinal  hemorrhages.  The  red  blood-corpuscles  were  dimin- 
ished in  number  and  pale.     The  case  was  diagnosed  as  one  ot 

pernicious  ansemia. 

Bemarhs.-The  case  shows  an  interesting  instance  of  vicarious 
hemorrhage,  probably  concomitant  with  obstruction  of  the  utenm 
cavity.  It  also  shows  how  the  cervical  canal  may  become  in- 
tended with  accumulated  fluid,  even  when  the  cavity  of  the  body 
shows  hardly  any  sign  of  dilatation.  The  proportions  of  the 
organ  are  otherwise  those  of  a  virgin  uterus. 

5  November  Uh,  loW. 


